150      Sensations during Ballooning
" The first thing, then, which strikes the incipient aeronaut in the outset of his career is the sense oi extraordinary quiescence which immediately ensues upon the dismissal of the machine from the ground. No matter how agitated the balloon before its departure, no matter how violent the circumstances under which the ascent is effected, the moment the hold upon the solid earth is cast off all is perfect repose and stillness the most profound. The creaking of the car, the rustling of the silk, the heavy lurching of the distended sphere, swayed to and fro by the breeze, and shifting its load with sudden and energetic motion, despite the efforts of the individuals who are struggling to retain it, all have ceased in an instant and are succeeded by a degree of tranquillity so intense as for a moment to absorb all other considerations, and almost confuse the mind of the voyager from the suddenness of the change and its apparent incompatibility with the nature of the enterprise in which he is embarked.
" Recalled to the knowledge of his situation, a sudden and most natural impulse at first leads the aeronaut to look forward. Nothing, however, appearing in the direction in which habit has almost unconsciously impelled him to direct his gaze, his eyes insensibly assume a downward course, and he becomes at once assailed with a mass of observations and reflections, among which astonishment at the unusual tranquillity that accompanies alterations so rapid and so remarkable is one of the most prominent. Without an effort on the part of the individual, or apparently on that of the machine in which he is seated, the whole face of nature seems to be undergoing some violent and inexplicable transformation. Insensible of motion from any direct impression on himself, and beholding the fast-retreating forms, the rapidly diminishing size of all those objects which so lately were by his side, an idea almost amounting to conviction